4\ Freescale Semiconductor, Inc.

Motorola’'s Bluetooth Solution to
Interference Rejection and
Coexistence with 802.11

Application Note

by
Weizhong Chen, Ph.D.

AN2211/D
Rev. 0, 12/2001

\/3

@ mororoLa digital dna-

intelligence everywhere”

For More Information On This Product,
Go to: www.freescale.com



Freescale Semiconductor, Inc.

Motorola reserves the right to make changes without further notice to any products herein. Motorola makes no warranty,
representation or guarantee regarding the suitability of its products for any particular purpose, nor does Motorola assume any
liability arising out of the application or use of/‘any product or circuit, and specifically disclaims any and all liability, including without
limitation consequential or incidental damages. “Typical” parameters which may be provided in Motorola data sheets and/or
specifications can and do vary in different applications and actual performance may vary over time. All operating parameters,
including “Typicals” must be validated for ‘each customer application by customer’s technical experts. Motorola does not convey
any license under its patent rights nor the rights of others. Motorola products are not designed, intended, or authorized for use as
components in systems intended for surgical implant into the body, or other applications intended to support life, or for any other
application in which the failure of the Motorola product could create a situation where personal injury or death may occur. Should
Buyer purchase or use Motorola products.for any such unintended or unauthorized application, Buyer shall indemnify and hold
Motorola and its officers, employees, subsidiaries, affiliates, and distributors harmless against all claims, costs, damages, and
expenses, and reasonable attorney fees. arising out of, directly or indirectly, any claim of personal injury or death associated with
such unintended or unauthorized use,.even if such claim alleges that Motorola was negligent regarding the design or manufacture
of the part. Motorola, Inc. is an‘Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer. MOTOROLA and the Stylized M Logo are
registered in the US Patent & Trademark Office. The Bluetooth trademarks are owned by their proprietor and used by Motorola,
Inc., under license. All other product or service names are the property of their respective owners. © Motorola, Inc. 2001.

How to reach us:

USA/EUROPE/Locations'Not Listed: Motorola Literature Distribution; P.O. Box 5405, Denver, Colorado, 80217.
1-303-675-2140 or 1-800-441-2447

JAPAN: Motorola Japan Ltd.; SPS, Technical Information Center, 3—20-1, Minami—Azabu, Minato—ku,
Tokyo 106—8573 Japan. 81-3-3440-3569

ASIA/PACIFIC: Motorola Semiconductors H.K. Ltd., Silicon Harbour Centre, 2 Dai King Street,
Tai Po Industrial Estate, Tai Po, N.T., Hong Kong. 852—-26668334

Technical Information Center: 1-800-521-6274

HOME PAGE: http://www.motorola.com/semiconductors/ © Copyright Motorola, Inc., 2001

For More Information On This Product,
Go to: www.freescale.com



Freescale Semiconductor, Inc.

Abstract and Contents

Bluetooth™ is alow-cost and low-power wireless connectivity technology operating in the 2.4 GHz
unlicensed 1SM band. One of theimportant challengesto Bluetooth™ adoptersisinterference rejection and
coexistence with other WLAN standards such as 802.11. This document describes Motorola’ s Bluetooth
solution that addresses these challenges.

Motorola’s interference rejection solution is achieved via high-performance signal detection agorithms.
High-performance signal detection algorithms not only increase Bluetooth™ performance, but also reduce
its interference to 802.11 due to the reduction of re-transmissions. The high-performance signal detection
in baseband includes joint detection of the access code, timing, and carrier frequency. The maximum
likelihood sequence estimation (ML SE) is used for symbol recovery and carrier tracking. Motorola's
interference rejection performance is not at the price of extensive processing that increases silicon cost and
power consumption. The joint detection gate count is comparable with a conventional solution for the
access code detection and timing sync and the ML SE gate count is negligiblein current silicon technology.
Motorola' s solution relies on its unique, powerful, and efficient algorithms.
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1 Introduction

Bluetooth™ is alow-cost and low-power short-range radio link that operates in the worldwide 2.4 GHz
unlicensed |SM band. It may be used as a cable replacement technology or as an advanced personal
wireless local area network. Because of the unrestricted access to.thelSM band, Bluetooth devices are
exposed to a high level of interference from unknown proprietary-products, such as microwave ovens,
cordless phones, and so on. Interference is aso possible from WLAN products, such as 802.11, which
coexist with Bluetooth products.

A frequency-hopping scheme is used to overcome interference and fading. Bluetooth uses Gaussian
Frequency Shift Keying (GFSK) modulation on each hop with a 1 Mbit/s raw datarate. This frequency
hopping technology helps mitigate interference to some extent. However, due to the fact that Bluetooth
channels are spread over the entire ISM band and have anarrow channel spacing, interference from
adjacent Bluetooth channels also presents a problem.

Motorola believes that the solution to interference rejection can be achieved via high-performance signal
detection algorithms. High-performance signal detection not only increases Bluetooth’s ability to survive
in an interference environment, it also reduces interference to 802.11 by reducing the need for
re-transmissions. Thisin turn not only enhances the user’ s experience, it also reduces the battery drain of
the device. However, Motorola s interference rejection performance does not come at the price of
extensive processing that would increase power consumption and silicon cost. Instead, it relies on its
unigue, powerful, and efficient algorithms.

2 Motorola’'s Bluetooth Solution

The Motorola Bluetooth solution is atwo-chip solution as shown in Figure 1, where the baseband portion
provides high-performance detection.

MAC

RF+IF+A/D

Baseband

Figure 1. Motorola’s Two-Chip Bluetooth Solution

The high-performance signal detection in baseband includes joint detection of the access code, timing, and
carrier frequency. The'maximum likelihood sequence estimation (ML SE) is used for symbol recovery and
carrier tracking. The joint detection uses the 64 bits of the entire sync word to estimate the carrier digitally,
instead of the 4 bits of the preamble in the conventional analog approach. Thus, the joint detection
significantly improves the carrier estimation in the presence of interference, thereby enhancing the
message recovery performance. The Bluetooth channel has unrecoverable Inter Symbol Interference (1SI)
due to its GFSK modulation and narrow channel spacing. Conventional slicing detection is optimal only
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for zero-1Sl channels and is a non-optimal solution for Bluetooth. The ML SE symbol recovery, however,
can be an optimal solution for channels with 1SI. ML SE detection is a packet waveform matching detector
that tries all possible bit patterns. ISl has been included into its optimization. Thus, ML SE is expected to
provide a significant performance gain over the conventional dicing detection in the Bluetooth channel
environment. In addition, ML SE allows the use of an exceptionally narrow selectivity filter, thus providing
additional interference and Additive White Gaussian Noise (AWGN) rejection.

Traditionally, sophisticated joint detection and MLSE symbol recovery require more processing power
than other approaches, resulting in sub-optimal cost and operational power. However, the Motorola
Bluetooth solution achieves a cost-effective and power-efficient solution. The joint detection gate count is
comparable with a conventional solution for the access code detection-and timing sync. The MLSE gate
count is negligible in current silicon technology.

2.1 Joint Detection of Access Code, Timing, and Carrier

The Bluetooth packet structure is shown in Figure 2. Different from other communication protocols, the
access code in Bluetooth serves not only for synchronization.purposes, but also for user detection
purposes. The access code changes from connection to connection and only the intended receiver knows
the access code precisely. The access code is used by theintended receiver to derive the arrival timing and
carrier. Non-intended receivers treat the access code as noise and switch to sleep mode at the end of the
access code.

72bits 54bits 16-2745 bits
| Access Code Header | Payload
4bits 64bits 4bits
| Prearrble| Sync Word | Trailer

Figure 2. Bluetooth Packet Structure

The access code is constructed as shownrin Figure 3 where the 24 L AP bits are the lower address portion
(LAP) of the sending device' s ID. The 34 parity bits are generated in such away that any access code hasa
minimum distance of 14 bits from-any other access codes with a different LAP. This ensuresthat a
sufficient correlation magnitude difference exists between the intended receiver and non-intended
receivers, allowing the intended receiver to reliably detect the message arrival while unintended receivers
quickly fall into a power-saving sleep mode. Ancther important feature of the access codeisits non-cyclic
nature. This meansthat atime-shifted version of any access code will not be similar to another access code,
thus avoiding potential false alarms for non-intended receivers.
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Figure 3. Access Code Structure

In a conventional approach, the 4 bits of preamble are used for carrier estimation. The estimated carrier is
corrected for the following signal for the access code detection, timing synchronization, and symbol
recovery. In the presence of interference, the 4 bits of preamble are not enough to estimate areliable
carrier, thus the performance of the access code detection and timing sync is affected, and so isthe
following symbol recovery.

With Motorola's joint detection, the baseband signal-of the 64 bits of the entire sync word is used for
simultaneous carrier estimation, timing synchronization, and access code detection. The unique joint
detection metric is designed so that it has a global peak for the intended receiver at the arrival time and
correct carrier estimation, which is also achieved only at the arrival time. Thisjoint detection is shown in
Figure 4. Measurements indicate that this joint detection not only gives us improved carrier estimation
accuracy, it also reduces the false alarm rate and increases the reliability of the access code detection, thus
reducing the re-transmission. The reduced re-transmission and lower false alarm rate improves the battery
life. The reduced re-transmission also lowers the interference to other devices operating in the ISM band,
such as 802.11 devices.
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Figure 4. Motorola’s Joint Detection

2.2 MLSE-Symbol Recovery with Carrier Tracking

The conventional approach to symbol recovery uses a slicing detector after the discriminator and
Post-Detection Filter-(PDF), as shown in Figure 5. With a slicing detector, a symbol is detected based on
itssignal value atitssymbol center. The symbol recovery performanceis controlled by the eye-opening of
the channel or Inter-Symbol Interference (1Sl) of the channel, as shown in Figure 6. A dlicing detector is
optimal only if the channel has zero-1Sl.
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Figure 5. Conventional Receiver Architecture
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Figure 6. Slicing Detector Performance Determined by the Channel’s Eye-Opening or ISI

In the Bluetooth channel environment, however, the received signal has unrecoverable I1SI. Channel
equalization cannot remove this ISl because of the Gaussian pul se shaping and the congestive Bluetooth
channel structure. The congestive channel structure requires a selectivity filter that causes additiona 1Sl
and non-linear distortion.

To achieve a significant performance improvement for symbol recovery over the conventional slicing
detector, Motorola uses the maximum likelihood sequence estimation (ML SE) for the symbol recovery.
ML SE is a packet waveform matching detector that tries all bit patterns of the packet and selects the best
bit pattern as the detected packet bits. With MLSE, the ISl isincluded into its optimization, which makes
ML SE an optimal solution for.channels with |Sl. Because of this key feature, ML SE symbol recovery
allows the use of an exceptionally narrow selectivity filter to reject interference and AWGN. The receiver
architecture with MLSE isshown in Figure 7.
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Figure 7. MLSE-Based Receiver Architecture

An intuitive explanation for the ML SE symbol recovery is shown in Figure 8. ML SE symbol recovery
looks at the signal transition between two symbols. With Viterbi searching, as each new symbol is
received, two surviving paths or two possible packets aways remain. Asthe last symbol is processed, a
final packet is chosen from the two.
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Figure 8. Signal Transition Used in MLSE

The Motorola Bluetooth solution is based on ML SE symbol recovery and includes carrier tracking to
compensate for carrier drift over the message transmission.

3 Performance of Motorola’s Bluetooth Solution

Figure 9 gives the perfoermance comparison between the ML SE symbol recovery and the conventional
dlicing symbol recovery in AWGN. It is shown that the ML SE approach givesus at least 5dB gainin
AWGN. Table 1 summarizes the interference rejection performance and comparison with the performance
specification of other vendors. It shows that the Motorola Bluetooth solution gives the best interference
rejection performance on the market. In terms of user experience, the AGWN performance gain and
interference rejection performance can be transated as coverage expansion, capacity increase, and quality
improvement of service, as shown in Figure 10.
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Figure 9. Performance Gain of MLSE Symbol Recovery

Table 1. Summary of Interference Rejection Performance

Motorola | Vendor A | Vendor B | Vendor C
) (7.5 dB) 12'dB 9dB 9dB
Co-channel (10.6 dB)
Adjacent ('10 dB) 4 dB -6 dB -2 dB
Channel (-4.5 dB)
Sensitivity (-84 dBm) -80 dBm -85 dBm -72 dBm

() = measured
= specification sheet
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* Compared to‘a Bluetooth Specification V1.1 compliant bit slicing radio

Figure 10. User Experience of the Performance Gain from
MLSE versus Traditional Slicing Detector
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Figure 11. Coverage Map Showing Bluetooth Performance
in the Presence of an'802.11 Interferer

Figure 11 shows how the interference rejection numbersin Table 1 impact the link performance of
Bluetooth devices under 802.11 interference. The two graphs show Bluetooth packet reliability at various
locations using Vendor A and Motorola devices respectively under identical 802.11 interference. Itis
shown that the M otorola solution provides a significant improvement in reception quality (76% smaller
coverage hole). Thisimprovement revealsitself inthe form of increased throughput (for data applications)
and better voice quality (for audio applications). Meanwhile, the improved Bluetooth performance aso
reduces the re-transmission for Bluetooth devices, thus further reducing interference to 802.11 devices.

4 Summary

The Motorola Bluetooth solution delivers to the Bluetooth market not only low-cost and low-power
devices but also the best interference rejection performance as well.

Motorola has been involved with Bluetooth devel opment since its beginning. Motorolais aware of the
challenging issues of interference rejection and coexistence with 802.11. The engineers at Motorola put a
heavy emphasis on interferencerejection performance into the design of its platform solution.

The joint detection for access.code, timing, and carrier provides high reliability and low false-alarm rate
for the access code detection. It also provides robust carrier and timing synchronization in the presence of
interference. The ML SE symbol recovery with carrier tracking is an optimal solution to message recovery
in a Bluetooth channel environment that has unrecoverable | SI. In addition, ML SE symbol recovery also
allows using exceptionally. narrow selectivity that gives the Motorola solution additional interference
rejection.

These sophisticated detection algorithms extend the battery life since they reduce the need for
re-transmission. The'sensitivity gain can be directly trandated into better user experiences including
coverage expansion, capacity increase, and quality of service. The reduced re-transmission can aso
improve the condition of coexistence with 802.11.
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